
 

 

 

Quick Start Tutorial 

This quick start tutorial gets you up and running with the essentials of  load testing for Oracle and 

MySQL . We assume that you have a standalone notebook or desktop running Windows or Linux and 

connection to the internet. We do not assume you already have Oracle or MySQL installed and 

assume no prior knowledge in scripting or coding. All software referenced is free so no licenses are 

required.  You should be able to complete all of the tasks within approximately 1 hour and we 

recommend that you approach each task in order.  

On completion of this tutorial your system will be installed with Oracle and MySQL and you will have 

created a schema, populated it with data and run a load test on both databases.  

This guide will provide you with the fundamental knowledge of installing and configuring 

Hammerora to proceed to more sophisticated  database load testing projects.  

Task 1.  Install Oracle Express Edition 

Task 2.  Install Hammerora 

Task 3.  Create an Oracle Test Schema 

Task 4.  Run an Oracle Load Test 

Task 5.  Install MySQL Community Edition 

Task 6.  Create a MySQL Test Schema 

Task 7.  Run a  MySQL Load Test 

Task 8.  Next Steps 

 

 

Task 1.  Install Oracle Express Edition 

Fetch Oracle Express Edition from Oracle at the following URL: 

 http://www.oracle.com/technology/software/products/database/xe/index.html  

and run the installer package. 

http://www.oracle.com/technology/software/products/database/xe/index.html


 

Figure 1 Prepare to install 

 

Click next on the Welcome Screen. 

 

Figure 2 Welcome 



 

Click next, to  agree to the license agreement 

 

Figure 3 License Agreement 

Choose your destination location. In this example Oracle Express will be installed in the D:\oraclexe 

directory. 



 

Figure 4 Destination Location 

Specify your Database passwords and note them down as you will need them later for Hammerora. 

It is the SYSTEM user password we are going to use which is set to the same as the SYS user.  

 

Figure 5 Set Password 



On the Summary page, click Install 

 

Figure 6 Install 

The installer copies the install files 

 

Figure 7 Copy Files 



And shows the progress of the install 

 

 

Figure 8 install Progress 

When the install is complete click Finish to launch the homepage 



 

Figure 9 Install complete 

Login as the sys or system user using the password you set earlier 

 

Figure 10 Login 

Get familiar with the Oracle Express interface 



 

Figure 11 Oracle Express Interface 

 

Now Reboot  your system.  Oracle Express modifies the PATH environment variable and for 

subsequent Program installations you must reboot for this change to take effect across the system.  

You now have an installation of the Oracle Database. 

 

 

Task 2.  Install Hammerora 

Download Hammerora from Sourceforge 

http://sourceforge.net/projects/hammerora/  

The page will show you the right version for your operating system. If you need a different version 

ŎƭƛŎƪ άǾƛŜǿ ŀƭƭ ŦƛƭŜǎέ 

Run the Hammerora installer and select the install language 

http://sourceforge.net/projects/hammerora/


 

Figure 12 Select Language 

Click on Yes  to start the installation 

 

Figure 13 Start Installation 

Click Next on the Installer Wizard Welcome 

 

Figure 14 installer Welcome 

Choose your installation destination. 



 

Figure 15 Choose Destination 

On some versions of Windows security can be restrictive.  You should ensure that you have 

permission to write to the destination by checking the folder properties.  For example the following 

Folder cannot be written to. 



 

Figure 16 Read Only 

You can change the permissions to enable the installation to proceed. 



 

Figure 17 Read Write Permissions 

When you have the correct location click Next to Start Copying Files 



 

Figure 18 start Copying Files 

Wait whilst the installer copies Hammerora to your chosen destination 

 

Figure 19 Installing 



 

When the Install wizard is complete click the Finish button. 

 

Figure 20 Install wizard Complete 

The installation is now complete and Hammerora has been started for the first time.  

 

 



 

 

 

Task 3.  Create a Test Schema 

Click on the Benchmark Menu and under the TPC-C Menu select TPC-C Schema options to display 

the TPC-C Schema options Window.  Within this Window enter the details of your newly installed 

configuration with a service name of xe the system user password you entered during the install and 

a default tablespace of users which already exists within Express Edition. Note that the data 

populated here is derived from the configuration file config.xml in the Hammerora directory so you 

can change the data to suit your environment without typing it in every time.  Select a number of 

warehouses with the slider, 5 or 10 is good for a first test and set the Number of Threads to the 

number of cores or Hyper Threads on your system.  Click OK. 



 

Figure 21 TPC-C Schema Options 

Select the Building Blocks Icon as shown in Figure 22. 

 



 

Figure 22 Create TPC Schema 

On the Create Schema prompt check the details and Click Yes. 

 

Figure 23 Create Schema Prompt 

If you got an error at this point did you reboot after installing Oracle Express Edition? If not now is a 

good time to do the reboot to set your environment variables system wide.  

Wait for the Schema creation to complete, the time to completion depends on your system but 

should normally be less than 5 minutes.  



 

Figure 24 Schema Creating 

When the Display shows TPCC SCHEMA COMPLETE and all users have completed successfully the 

build is finished.  Press the red traffic light icon to close the users down. 



 

Figure 25 Schema Complete 

Now log in to the Oracle Express Homepage as the user tpcc with the password you specified.  



 

Figure 26 Login as TPCC 

Take a moment to browse the schema and observe the created tables and data that has populated 

them. 

 



 

Figure 27 Browse Schema 

 

 

Task 4.  Run an Oracle Load Test 

You can now proceed to run a load test against your created schema.  Under the benchmark and 

TPC-C  Sub Menu now select  the Menu option TPC-C  Driver Script, this populates the Script Editor 

Window with the driver script. You can observe that the EDITABLE OPTIONS correspond to the driver 

script options set when the schema was created. You do not need to edit the script.  



 

Figure 28 Driver Script  

Under the Virtual Users menu select Vuser Options and enter the number of users you wish to run 

ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ȅƻǳǊ ǎȅǎǘŜƳΦ 5ƻƴΩǘ ǎŜƭŜŎǘ ǘƻƻ Ƴŀƴȅ ǘƻ ǎǘŀǊǘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƪƭƻŀŘ ƛǎ ƛƴǘŜƴǎƛǾŜΦ LŦ ȅƻǳ ǿƛǎƘ 

check the Show Output button to see what your users are doing whilst the test is running, however 

note that displaying the output will reduce the overall level of performance and click OK. 



 

Figure 29 Virtual User Options 

Click the Create Virtual Users button as shown in Figure 30  to create the virtual users, they will not 

start running yet. 

 

Figure 30 Create Virtual Users 

You can observe that the virtual users have been created but their status is shown as waiting. 



 

Figure 31 Virtual Users Created 

Now click the Run hammerora Loadtest button as shown in figure 32 to start the test. The virtual 

users will begin to execute the driver script in the Script Editor Window.  



 

Figure 32 Run Hammerora Loadtest 

You can now observe that the load test is in progress as the virtual users display their output.  

 



 

Figure 33 Running a Load Test 

Also observe your system Task Manager or system performance monitor utilities. You can see that a 

load has been placed on the system. 



 

Figure 34 Task Manager 

The virtual users will show a Green tick when the load test is complete or you can press the red  

traffic light icon to stop the workload  mid-test and destroy the virtual users.   



 

Figure 35 Virtual Users Complete 

You can also observe the Oracle Performance whilst the test is in progress. To do so on the TX 

Counter Menu select  TX Counter Options and in the connect string enter the system user with the 

password you set and the xe service name as shown in Figure 36. 

 

Figure 36 Transaction Counter Options 

Now Press the Pencil Icon as shown in figure 37 to start the transaction counter. 



 

Figure 37 Start Transaction Counter 

The transaction Counter notebook pane is now activated and the message Waiting for DataΧ is 

shown as Hammerora gathers your transaction information. 


